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ERS PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD

SILKE RYAN 
ERS PRESIDENT 
2024—2025
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Leading the European Respiratory Society (ERS) during the financial period 2024–25 has been an 
incredible honour. I am so very proud of the many accomplishments the Society has achieved 
during this 12-month period. As well as delivering an incredible Congress in Vienna under Past 
President Monika Gappa, we have once again provided access to a range of high-quality and highly 
valued scientific and educational events and opportunities for our community. We have continued to 
grow our output and resources, we have made new partnerships, and we have maintained partnerships 
with societies and organisations working towards the same goals of prioritising respiratory health. 
We have advocated for respiratory health at EU level across multiple high-priority areas – including 
tobacco control and climate change. This year also marked the release of a strategy review for the 
Society, and important work has been done to set new priorities in the areas of prevention, global 
collaboration, digital transformation, partnerships with patients, and sustainability. There will be 
many related activities in the coming year as a result of that important work.

With thanks to the continued commitment of ERS officers, staff and members – who all contribute 
enormously to the achievements and impact our Society has – I am pleased to present the ERS 
Annual Report 2024–25.



MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

JUDITH GARCIA-AYMERICH
ERS Secretary General

ERS offers membership to clinicians, researchers, scientists, and allied healthcare professionals with a 
focus on respiratory health. These professionals can join ERS as a direct member or through a partnered 
national society. ERS is proud to be partnered with national respiratory societies worldwide. 

Membership of ERS provides access to a global network of respiratory professionals, access to all the 
latest educational and scientific resources and events, discounts on ERS activities, free access to ERS’s 
highly regarded publications, and opportunities which aim to support professional career development or 
further scientific research. 

Achievements during this period:

35,919 MEMBERS
from up to 165 countries worldwide.

14 NEW AGREEMENTS
with other societies, meaning a total of 120 active agreements.
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

PETER WIJKSTRA 
ERS Treasurer

Appendix 1: ERS Commercial Partners

Appendix 2: ERS Audit Report 

DOWNLOAD APPENDICES 

5

PDF

https://ers.app.box.com/s/ksmymgpfsyzofd42l87fxpkah8ydjqkq
https://ers.app.box.com/s/yflq5by7fkggpkzrsdzlzvc33a5usagl


FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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Society governance & FIRS
€ 2 276 040 

Membership, ERS 
representation

€ 724 844 

Marketing & 
Communications

€ 561 212 

Advocacy
€ 1 371 030 

Patients activities, 
various collaborations

€ 583 486 

Scientific meetings & 
activities

€ 5 394 158 

Congress & other events
€ 9 608 116 

Educational activities
€ 2 048 130 

Publications, journals
€ 842 968 

Overheads, finance,
HR & management

€ 2 252 839 

IT
€ 1 212 890 

Building & maintenance fund
€ 212 833 

TOTAL OPERATING 
EXPENDITURE 

2024–2025:

€ 27'088'548

Membership fees
€ 1 118 295 

Registrations
€ 8 825 144 

Evening Symposia
€ 4 650 454 

Exhibition Space
€ 3 836 213 

Advertising
€ 383 730 

Sponsorship
€ 2074 768 

Commissions and
other income

€ 650 558 

Publications
€ 2 409 792 

Grants
€ 4 199 112 

Services
€ 269 311 

TOTAL 
OPERATING INCOME

€ 28'417'377

2024–2025:



ERS CONGRESS 2024
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The ERS Congress is the Society’s flagship event and a highly anticipated meeting on the respiratory calendar. 
It attracts a global audience for its scientific and educational programme, which is designed to address the 
needs of clinicians, scientists, allied health professionals and patients. 
The 34th annual ERS Congress took place in Vienna, Austria and was accessible to both an in person and 
online audience. 

• 20,608 delegates
• 416 scientific and educational sessions
• 5,879 submitted and 4,352 accepted abstracts
• 83 sponsored delegates
• 17 grants and awards offered

CONGRESS THEME
The ERS Congress 2024 theme was: ‘Humans and machines: getting the balance right', which meant that 
alongside the full spectrum of respiratory topics, we had a range of sessions and activities directly focused 
on this quickly emerging and dynamic topic.

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES
Other notable features of the ERS Congress 2024 were: 
•  A return of the Wednesday special programme. This programme was introduced for the first time in

2023 – extending the content of the Congress beyond scientific and educational sessions. In 2024, sessions
enabled delegates to learn more about ERS and European Lung Foundation projects and advocacy
initiatives, and to engage in crucial EU policy-shaping discussion about topics including paediatric lung
health and air pollution.

•  New studio-based sessions. Studio sessions were available live to the online audience and up to 90
onsite attendees, with recordings accessible to all delegates after the event as a replay. New this year
were studio sessions dedicated to the congress theme and ‘Deep-dive’ sessions which allowed for
deeper discussion on topics included elsewhere in the congress programme.



ERS CONFERENCES

ERS LUNG SCIENCE CONFERENCE
The ERS Lung Science Conference (LSC) is an annual event. It primarily targets early career professionals 
and aims to showcase all the latest research and its translation into clinical solutions. There is also a 
unique emphasis on mentoring for younger delegates at this event. The 23rd LSC took place on 20–23 
March in Estoril, Portugal and offered both in person and online attendance. In person attendance was fully 
booked for this event. The theme for the conference was ‘Repairing the lung: from single cells and tissue 
organisation to regenerative therapy’. 11 awards were presented, including the William MacNee Award 
(young investigator), the Geoffrey Laurent Award (oral presentation) and nine Distinguished Poster Awards. 
For the second year, there was a Sunday pass available and a number of attendees joined us online, exclusively 
for a session on regenerative therapies – bringing clinicians together with researchers. New this year: 
patients were invited to be involved in the Sunday session, placing patient perspectives at the centre of the 
discussion between basic and translational scientists.
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ENDORSEMENT OF EVENTS

ERS is frequently asked to endorse educational and scientific meetings that fulfil standards of performance 
and scientific quality.  

In 2024–2025: 8 requests were received, and 6 event programmes were endorsed.
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ACTIVITIES UNDER OUR 
THREE MAIN PILLARS

ERS has three main pillars of activity: 
science, education and advocacy. 

Each pillar has a dedicated council.

Presenting the achievements under each pillar over 
the 2024–2025 period

SCIENCE EDUCATION ADVOCACY



SCIENCE

NICOLAS ROCHE 
ERS Science Council Chair

ERS scientific activities put an emphasis on respiratory disease research and strengthening the clinical 
evidence base. This mission spans a range of activities including: fellowship opportunities; scientific 
conferences and seminars; publications; endorsement of pragmatic trials; funding for guidelines, statements 
and technical standards; clinical research collaborations; and the ERS Research Agency, which facilitates 
respiratory research through the coordination and support of the respiratory research community – assisting 
its efforts to obtain funding. 

• European Respiratory Journal (ERJ) 2024 impact factor is 21
• ERJ Open Research 2024 impact factor is 4
• European Respiratory Review (ERR) 2024 impact factor is 10.4
• Breathe 2024 impact factor is 3.4
• 7 published guidelines, statements and technical standards
• 1 online scientific workshop
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EDUCATION

HILARY PINNOCK 
ERS Education Council Chair

ERS aims to provide medical professionals across Europe with access to high-quality training and educational 
resources. This includes a range of activities from curriculum development courses, online learning 
assessments and publications.

• 9 virtual schools/academies – 7 paying and 2 free

• 2 virtual ERS HERMES self-assessment courses

• 5 hands-on skills courses

• 2 certified training programmes (thoracic ultrasound and EBUS)

• 3 ERS HERMES exams delivered (online and in Egypt) with 390 participants in total

• 54 webinars with 18,360 registrations

• 6 CME online modules – generating 33,674 views

• 11 new interactive case reports – accessed 29,759 times

• 12 Ultrasound Corner cases – generating 3,656 views
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ADVOCACY

BARBARA HOFFMANN 
ERS Advocacy Council Chair

• The Advocacy Council also contributed to numerous consultations and calls for action, including the 
European Health Data Space, and closely worked on the ERS/WHO Report on Chronic Respiratory 
Diseases.

• ERS was involved in joint action on chronic respiratory diseases of the EU Member States via the Lungs 
Europe collaboration. 

• The Environment and Health Committee has worked on its first in-person event focused on natural 
disasters and climate change and planned for a series of webinars to be hosted on different aspects of 
natural disasters and respiratory health. The Committee also replied to multiple EU consultations and 
calls for evidence, including the NEC Directive, for which an in-person event was hosted by the European 
Commission in Brussels to debate the key topics. The Committee also worked together with the Advocacy
Council to attend and actively participate in the WHO Second Global Conference on Air Pollution and 
Health.

• The Tobacco Control Committee sponsored a prize for a World No Tobacco Day social reels challenge. 
The Committee ran a campaign in support of the EU Council recommendations on smoke- and aerosol 
free-environments, which included the production of a statement and an advertisement campaign. 
They subsequently published a report on the legal feasibility of tobacco endgame policies in the EU.  

• ERS continued its role as an active key member of the Biomed Alliance, European Chronic Disease 
Alliance, WHO, European Public Health Alliance and the Health and Environment Alliance, and became 
a founding member of the EU Healthy Air Coalition.

Through our advocacy efforts, ERS raises the profile of respiratory issues and promotes lung health. We 
work to shape EU policies by engaging directly with policymakers to secure the allocation of vital resources 
that can deliver better lung health, and we build coalitions focused on prevention, research, environment, 
tobacco control, public health, patients and respiratory disease areas. 

Output/achievements during this period:

•  More than 75 high-level meetings with governments, agencies and health-related organisations.

•  50 statements and positions launched together with partners and alliances.

•  Re-created the MEP Lung Health Group after the European Elections. The kick-off event took place in
the European Parliament in February 2025 with an Exhibition, starting a new recruitment process of the
Group. After less than one year the MEP Lung Health Group has 14 new members, including the two
co-chairs.

•  ERS retained its high-level positions on the European Medicines Agency and has been successfully
engaging in the Critical Medicines Alliance.

•  The Advocacy Council launched its podcast ‘Lung Health Matters’, focusing on different aspects of
respiratory health and advocacy work such as tobacco, health inequalities and childhood respiratory
health.
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ADVOCACY
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•  The Bronchiectasis Conference had 529 attendees from 63 countries with 380 questions addressed.

•  Active involvement in 52 ERS projects, including 31 task forces and 21 clinical research collaborations.

•  Lay guidelines and resources produced or updated: three lay guidelines, 19 information pages, 18 research 
summaries, 17 contributions to publications.

•  Website and digital engagement: 873k users, 1.3M page views, 28.3k social media followers and 11.8k 
newsletter subscribers.

•  Patient participation at ERS Congress 2024: 17 patients in 15 videos, 142 registrations from organisations 
and patient representatives, Patient Organisation Networking Day attended by 89 participants from 29 
countries.

•  Global advocacy and outreach: WHO Cartagena conference participation, Healthy Lungs for Life activities 
in Vienna and Colombia, school engagement reaching 190+ students and 740+ public lung tests.

•  Recognition of outstanding contributions: ELF Award presented to Dr Walter Klepetko for work on EU-wide 
lung transplant training and patient advocacy.

Note: Financial information for ELF can be found on the ELF website  

EUROPEAN LUNG FOUNDATION  

DIMITRIS KONTOPIDIS  
European Lung Foundation Chair

The European Lung Foundation (ELF) is dedicated to bringing patients and the public together with respiratory 
professionals to improve lung health and advance diagnosis, treatment, and care. ELF actively involves patients 
in healthcare by ensuring the patient voice is incorporated at every level of ERS activities, as well as disseminating 
the highest quality patient resources and communicating and translating the work of ERS to those outside the 
respiratory field. 

This year’s achievements include:  

•  15 Patient Advisory Groups (PAGs), five cross-disease working groups and three EU project-specific 
patient groups.

•  Providing 76 patient participation opportunities (speaking in-person or via video at conferences and events).

•  24 new “Your Experience” videos highlighting patient journeys, including lung transplantation, air pollution, 
and clinical trial participation.

•  New PAGs webpages launched, increasing visibility and collaboration opportunities for patient 
representatives. 

•  Patient conferences and webinars delivered on chronic cough, alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency, Breathe 
Clean Air, bronchiectasis, pulmonary hypertension, childhood bronchiectasis, mental health and lung 
conditions, and World Bronchiectasis Day.
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LUNGS EUROPE

Lungs Europe is an official partnership of the European Respiratory Society (ERS) and the European Lung 
Foundation (ELF). Though ERS and ELF work together continuously across multiple projects – bringing together 
patient and professional perspectives – Lungs Europe focuses specifically on EU projects and EU funding 
programmes related to respiratory health and disease.   As a Brussels-based entity, Lungs Europe is ideally 
placed to play a significant role at EU level by advocating for funding, identifying opportunities, supporting 
applications, project management, stakeholder engagement, and communications in respiratory-focused 
EU projects. It also ensures key messages of the EU and European policy reach all stakeholders, including 
the ELF and ERS networks of healthcare professionals and patients, patient associations and the public. 

EU projects

•  LungHealth4Life (LH4L): Coordinated six partners for school-based lung health promotion, spirometry 
testing and disease prevention interventions. Pilot activities in Poland, Portugal and Hungary were 
implemented, with a ‘Community of Practice’ established for schools.

•  COCOS-IPF: Co-designed a core outcome set for patients with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF), 
ensuring outcomes reflect patient, clinician and researcher priorities. Stakeholder engagement and 
clear communication were central to the project.

•  EU PAL-COPD: Advanced integration of palliative care into routine treatment for people with advanced 
COPD. Coordinated a Patient Advisory Group, supported multi-country clinical trial planning and 
produced engagement content for patients and professionals.

•  SOLACE: Launched to create practical guidelines for implementing lung cancer screening at national 
level. Led outreach in Poland, Ireland, Germany, Estonia, France and Hungary, collaborating with healthcare 
providers, policymakers, and mobile screening units.

•  FRESHAIR4LIFE: Began a 4-year implementation science programme tackling air pollution and tobacco 
impact on adolescents in Greece, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Romania and Uganda. Supported youth 
advocacy, local interventions and dissemination of findings.

•  EUREST-RISE: Strengthened tobacco regulatory science across 18 partners in Europe. Provided policy 
and stakeholder expertise, developed public advocacy toolkits and hosted advocacy secondees.
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Advocacy

•  Re-established the MEP Lung Health Group, connecting with newly elected MEPs and supporting 
parliamentary priority for lung health.

•  Supported the European Parliament’s vote to strengthen the Ambient Air Quality Directive and contributed 
to Renew Europe’s policy positions on respiratory health.

•  Published position papers on antimicrobial resistance, mental health and rare respiratory diseases, 
alongside patient-facing resources.

•  Participated in EU consultations on health programme planning, environmental legislation, air quality, 
rare disease policy, and NCD prevention.

•  Advocated jointly with NGOs (ECDA, EPHA, HEAL) on tobacco control, Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and 
clean air.

•  Contributed to the Council Recommendation on smoke- and aerosol-free environments.

Note: Financial information for Lungs Europe can be found on the Lungs Europe website 



Lungs Europe is an official partnership of the European Respiratory Society (ERS) and the European Lung 
Foundation (ELF). Though ERS and ELF work together continuously across multiple projects – bringing together 
patient and professional perspectives – Lungs Europe focuses specifically on EU projects and EU funding 
programmes related to respiratory health and disease.   As a Brussels-based entity, Lungs Europe is ideally 
placed to play a significant role at EU level by advocating for funding, identifying opportunities, supporting 
applications, project management, stakeholder engagement, and communications in respiratory-focused 
EU projects. It also ensures key messages of the EU and European policy reach all stakeholders, including 
the ELF and ERS networks of healthcare professionals and patients, patient associations and the public. 

EU projects

•  LungHealth4Life (LH4L): Coordinated six partners for school-based lung health promotion, spirometry 
testing and disease prevention interventions. Pilot activities in Poland, Portugal and Hungary were 
implemented, with a ‘Community of Practice’ established for schools.

•  COCOS-IPF: Co-designed a core outcome set for patients with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF), 
ensuring outcomes reflect patient, clinician and researcher priorities. Stakeholder engagement and 
clear communication were central to the project.

•  EU PAL-COPD: Advanced integration of palliative care into routine treatment for people with advanced 
COPD. Coordinated a Patient Advisory Group, supported multi-country clinical trial planning and 
produced engagement content for patients and professionals.

•  SOLACE: Launched to create practical guidelines for implementing lung cancer screening at national 
level. Led outreach in Poland, Ireland, Germany, Estonia, France and Hungary, collaborating with healthcare 
providers, policymakers, and mobile screening units.

•  FRESHAIR4LIFE: Began a 4-year implementation science programme tackling air pollution and tobacco 
impact on adolescents in Greece, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Romania and Uganda. Supported youth 
advocacy, local interventions and dissemination of findings.

•  EUREST-RISE: Strengthened tobacco regulatory science across 18 partners in Europe. Provided policy 
and stakeholder expertise, developed public advocacy toolkits and hosted advocacy secondees.

LUNGS EUROPE
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Advocacy

•  Re-established the MEP Lung Health Group, connecting with newly elected MEPs and supporting 
parliamentary priority for lung health.

•  Supported the European Parliament’s vote to strengthen the Ambient Air Quality Directive and contributed 
to Renew Europe’s policy positions on respiratory health.

•  Published position papers on antimicrobial resistance, mental health and rare respiratory diseases, 
alongside patient-facing resources.

•  Participated in EU consultations on health programme planning, environmental legislation, air quality, 
rare disease policy, and NCD prevention.

•  Advocated jointly with NGOs (ECDA, EPHA, HEAL) on tobacco control, Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and 
clean air.

•  Contributed to the Council Recommendation on smoke- and aerosol-free environments.

Note: Financial information for Lungs Europe can be found on the Lungs Europe website 

https://europeanlung.org/lungseurope/annual-reports/


HEALTHY LUNGS FOR LIFE

Healthy Lungs for Life (HLfL) is a lung health campaign raising awareness of the importance of healthy 
lungs to healthcare professionals, scientists, primary care patients, policymakers and the public through a 
full range of events, projects and promotional activities. 

Highlights include:   

•  Strengthened our ‘clean air’ messaging and prevention campaigns, including nutrition, vaccination, 
physical activity and smoke-free environments, working with partners across health and environment 
sectors (HEAL, C40, Swedish Asthma and Allergy Association).

•  Continued to grow the Healthy Lungs for Life for Schools initiative, including through LungHealth4Life 
(mentioned in EU projects).

•  Hosted a public HLfL event in Stockholm (August 2024) with free spirometry testing and interactive 
activities, raising awareness of lung health and clean air.

•  Delivered flagship HLfL event in Vienna (September 2024) during the ERS Congress with over 1,400 
spirometry tests, a public walk/run with 500+ participants, school-based pilots, and WHO participation.

•  Published the 10-year HLfL report (December 2024) summarising a decade of activities, achievements 
and lessons learned across Europe and beyond. 

•  Organised a public event in Cartagena, Colombia (March 2025) as part of the Healthy Lungs and Heart 
for Life campaign, highlighting links between lung and heart health and air pollution, including free 
spirometry testing and educational sessions.
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https://europeanlung.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/10-years-of-Healthy-Lungs-for-Life.pdf


ERS RESPIRATORY CHANNEL

The ERS Respiratory Channel is an online resource offered by ERS to members and the wider professional 
respiratory community. It presents a wide range of content, varying from free-to-access video, podcast and 
learning resources, to free and paid-for event access. Originally launched in 2021, the Channel continues to 
evolve. 

Output/achievements during this period:
•  Introduction of live and replay transcripts – including translation options. 
•  Released a new video product: Interactive Education (with interactive videos).
•  New technical features introduced to support online Q&A and interaction between speaker and participants 

during live events.
•  Integration of EU project content/resources and research seminars (live and replay).
•  Key statistics during this period include: 

◦  A consistent increase in monthly page views (82,000 in April 2024 and 200,000 in March 2025). 
◦  An increase in monthly media views (24,192 in April 2024 and 57,942 in March 2025, with a monthly 

average of 47,120 during this financial period). 
◦  We achieved an average 735 new ‘logged in’ users per month (up from 590 in the previous year).
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ERS’S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY

ERS is working towards a more sustainable future. During this financial period, we have continued to measure 
our impact as an organisation, considering the ways in which we contribute to society through our work, and 
our emissions and environmental impact as a company. ERS strives to be a socially and environmentally 
conscious society.

See ‘Our Commitment to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals’’. 

Other related activities during this period:

•  We have continued to measure our environmental impact (greenhouse gas emissions) looking at our
three offices and our main event of the year – the ERS Congress.

•  Work began on a custom roadmap for practical improvements to reduce greenhouse gas emissions –
starting with the head office in Lausanne.

•  Provided a dedicated sustainability stand at the ERS Congress in Vienna, designed to raise awareness
through engaging activities focusing on the importance of adopting sustainable practices.

•  Financially contributed to climate protection projects and encouraged our community to donate and
support this effort.

•  Awarded the ‘Engaged for Impact’ label by the climate protection foundation ‘myclimate’ for the period
2024–2025. This signifies that we have calculated emissions from our three offices and compensated
those through financial contributions to certified climate protection projects.

PDF
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